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February 22-23, 20122 - 
Glen Canyon Adaptive 
Management Work Group 
Meeting - Phoenix, AZ 
 
March 9, 2012 - WWDC 
Meeting, Cheyenne, WY 
 
 
 

 
January 11, 2012 - WWDC 
Meeting, Cheyenne, WY 
 
January 11-13, 2012 - 4 
States Irrigation Meeting, 
Ft. Collins, CO 
 
January 12, 2012 - Select 
Water Committee Meeting, 
Cheyenne, WY 

 

  Calendar of Water Events 

W Y O M I N G  W A T E R  
D E V E L O P M E N T  O F F I C E   

 
 
December 14, 2011 - Upper 
Colorado River Commission 
Meeting, Las Vegas, NV 
 
December 14-16, 2011- 
Colorado River Water Users 
Association Annual Meeting, 
Las Vegas, NV 

Wyoming environmental im-
pact statements. 

 The Library has 
added several Wyoming Wa-
ter Development Commission 
project reports to its collection 
this year. Included in the addi-
tions are “Wheatland Irrigation 

(Continued from page 3) District Master Plan Level I,” 
“Sweetwater Water Supply 
Level I Reconnaissance 
Study,” “Pioneer Rehabilitation 
Level II Study,”  “Sheridan 
Supplemental Supply Study 
Level II, Phase I,” “Clear 
Creek Watershed Level I 
Study,” “Kirby Creek Water-
shed Level I Study,” and 

“Managed Aquifer Re-
charge, Storage and Recov-
ery Project.” These reports 
are available in hard copy 
and will soon be available 
online at http://
library.wrds.uwyo.edu.   

 The public can 
search the library’s collec-
tion by clicking on the 

‘Search’ button on the library 
homepage. The search can 
be expanded to include all 
the libraries in the WYLD 
network (Wyoming Libraries 
Database).  If you have any 
questions about library use, 
please send an email to li-
brary@wrds.uwyo.edu. 

 

 

Gillette has begun a major 
project to provide an ade-
quate, high quality water 
supply for the area’s growing 
population and the 
future.  The project 
will be designed to 
help the city and 
water districts in the 
surrounding area. 
This article summa-
rizes both the plan-
ning and construc-
tion level projects 
that the city and 
state have under-
taken. 
 

Planning Projects 
Regional Study 
 
 In 2008 the City of 
Gillette requested a compre-
hensive regional planning 
study from the Water Devel-
opment Commission for the 
city and surrounding areas.  
The growth in Gillette in the 
previous ten years put addi-
tional pressure on the water 
resources that Gillette and 
its neighbors depend on. In 
2007 alone, the City Plan-
ning Office approved over 
900 new residential building 
permits.   
 
 This regional plan-
ning study was conducted to 
identify the impacts growth is 
having on available water 
resources, and to evaluate 
existing water resources in 
the area to determine the 
best course of action for ad-

dressing present and future 
needs.  This included evalu-
ating the potential for Gillette 
to serve as the water pur-
veyor for a regional system.   

 
 Concur-
rent with this 
study Gillette con-
tracted directly for 
additional work to 
be performed on 
extensions from 
the main pipeline 
that will be 
needed to supply 
rural water dis-
tricts around the 
city.  These ex-
tensions will convey water to 
locations convenient for con-
nection by interested dis-
tricts, and will be part of the 
city’s conveyance system. 
 
 The comprehensive 
regional planning project 
was completed in the spring 
of 2009, it laid the ground-
work for the Gillette Regional 
Pipeline Project.  The con-
current study initiated by the 
City of Gillette was com-

pleted in 2010.  It outlined 
the routes the community 
extensions would need to 
take to serve the interested 
districts. 
 
 These planning pro-
jects lead to several large 
phased construction pro-
jects, including the Gillette 
Madison Pipeline Project 
(described below) and the 
Community Extension Pipe-
line Projects (not under con-
struction at this time). 
 
 
 
 

Community Extensions 
 
 As the Gillette Re-
gional Pipeline Project has 
progressed a number of ru-
ral subdivisions have ex-
pressed interest in becoming 
part of the regional project.  
In 2011 the following rural 
water districts applied to the 
Water Development Office 
for the planning studies 
needed to bring their  

(Continued on page 2) 

  Gillette Regional Water Supply Project  
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The Wind-Bighorn River 
Basin Plan Groundwater 
Update Draft Report is 
available online at 
(http://
waterplan.state.wy.us/
plan/bighorn/2010/
finalreport/gw_toc.html) 
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able online at (http://
wwdc.state.wy.us/
newsletter/) 
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new Madison production 
wells.  The test wells will 
be converted to produc-
tion wells. 

• Transmission Pipelines:  
there are seven pipeline 
segments to be con-
structed. 

• Pine Ridge Facilities: 
including the Pine Ridge 
Storage Tank and the 
Pine Ridge Sodium Hy-
pochlorite Disinfection 
Facility. 

• Donkey Creek Pump 
Station. 

• In-Town Treated Water 
Storage Reservoirs. 

 
 Construction work is 
also being conducted on the 
existing 30 inch transmission 
pipeline from the Madison 
Formation well field to the 
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connections to the 
regional system to 
fruition: 
 
• Antelope Valley 

Improvement 
and Service 
District 

• Bennor Estates 
Improvement 
and Service 
District 

• Freedom Hills 
Improvement 
and Service 
District 

• Peoples Im-
provement and 
Service District 

• South Fork 
Estates Im-
provement and 
Service District  

 
These projects will 
be considered at 
the Commission’s 
November meeting 
for inclusion in the 2012 Omni-
bus Planning Bill. 
 

Construction Projects 
Funding for the construction 
projects will come from state 
grants and loans.  Legislation 
was approved in 2011 estab-
lishing a schedule for grant 
and loan appropriations to be 
concluded during the 2014 
Legislative Session.  The esti-
mated total project budget is 
$217,600,000.  Of this 
amount, 67% is funded by 
state grants and 33% through 
Permanent Mineral Trust Fund 
(PMTF) loans, which are be-
ing administered by the 
WWDC.  During a May 3, 
2011 Special Election, Camp-
bell County voters approved 
$75 million through a capital 
facilities tax to pay-back the 

Gillette Regional Water 
Supply Project  

(Continued from page 1) 

PMTF loans.  Collections for 
this 1% specific purpose ex-
cise tax began on October 1, 
2011. 

 The project will be 
completed in phases as pre-
sented below. The overall 
project design is approxi-
mately 85% complete and is 
scheduled to be completed in 
March 2012.   These phases 
form the basis for future con-
struction contracts that will be 
completed during the next 5 
years. Construction is antici-
pated to be completed in 
2016. 

• Engineering Design, Per-
mitting, and Right Of 
Way acquisition.  

• Well Field Facilities: in-
cluding 2 Madison For-
mation Test Wells and 3 

city. There is a separate 
project from the regional 
system project and is 
funded by grants and loans 
from the WWDC.  Phase 1 
and 2 of this project are 
complete and include exter-
nal joint bonding (Phase 1) 
and mortar lining repair of 
the steel pipeline (phase 2).  
Phase 3 involves installation 
of an impressed current 
cathodic protection system 
for the pipeline.  This phase 
is not underway yet. 

 

 
 

 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Water Library, located in 
Wyoming Hall on the Univer-
sity of Wyoming campus and 
housed with the Water Re

River Basin Planning and Basin Groundwater Studies 
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 The 
Water Li-
brary, lo-
cated in 
Wyoming 
Hall on the 
University of Wyoming cam-
pus and housed with the Wa-
ter Resources Data System, is 
a comprehensive collection of 
over 20,000 documents on the 
State's water resources. Publi-
cations represented in the 
collection include items from 
the Wyoming Water Develop-
ment Commission, State Engi-
neer's Office, US Geological 
Survey, Bureau of Reclama-
tion, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and University of Wyo-
ming. Materials in the library 
cover the Wyoming water 
planning program, drought, 
global climate change, and 

(Continued on page 4) 

 River basin plans 
have been completed for all 
seven of the major river ba-
sin in Wyoming, and the 
Wyoming Framework Water 
Plan was completed in 
2007.  Completion of the 
Framework Plan completed 
the first phase of Wyoming’s 
river basin planning proc-
ess.  Groundwater was dis-
cussed in all of the initial 
basin plans and in the 
framework water plan but 
the focus of these first plans 
was on surface water.   
 Groundwater re-
sources are important to 
Wyoming, with many mu-
nicipalities and rural domes-
tic water users depending 
on groundwater for their 
water.  Because of this im-
portance, it was determined 
there should be more de-
tailed groundwater studies 
complete as part of the river 

basin planning process.  It 
was decided that the best 
way to fully address this 
important re-
source was to 
work with re-
search based 
agencies to pull 
together all in-
formation on 
groundwater 
resources and 
aquifers within 
the specific river 
basins of the 
state and to pre-
pare well docu-
mented reports.  Meetings 
were held with the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) 
and the Wyoming State 
Geological Survey (WSGS).  
From the discussions, a 
plan was implemented to 
establish agreements and 
budgets for each of the river 
basins in a series of projects 

to be led by the WSGS.  
The WSGS would work with 
the USGS and the Univer-

sity of Wyoming, 
Water Re-
sources Data 
System (WRDS) 
to complete the 
project studies 
and produce the 
reports.  
Through this 
association the 
basin groundwa-
ter studies are 
well underway. 
 Tasks to 

be accomplished in the 
studies include: identifying 
basin aquifers and their ex-
tent; describing aquifer 
properties; defining water 
quantities availability and 
water quality, mapping re-
charge area and the rate of 
recharge; estimating safe 
yield and identifying future 

water use opportunities.     
 The Green River Ba-
sin Groundwater Study has 
been completed and is avail-
able online at, http://
waterplan.state.wy.us/plan/
green/green-plan.html.  The 
Wind/Bighorn Basin study is in 
final draft form and can be 
found at http://waterplan.state. 
wy.us/plan/bighorn/bighorn-
plan.html.   

 Additionally, work is 
underway on the Platte River 
Basin groundwater study and 
the Bear River Basin ground-
water study.  The Platte River 
Basin study will be completed 
in 2012 and the Bear River 
Study should be completed in 
2013.   Funding for the 
Snake/Salt River Basin 
groundwater study has been 
approved and the agreement 
is being developed.  

       News from the Water Resources Data System 


