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Wyoming Water Development Commission 

Workshop 

Douglas, Wyoming 

August 11, 2021 

 

1. Chairman Clinton W. Glick called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

 

2. Announcements 

Director Brandon Gebhart introduced the newly appointed Commissioner, John 

Lawson representing Water Division I. He also introduced Bill Brewer, former Project 

Manager, as the new Deputy Director of Construction. 

  

3. Roll Call – Secretary Ron Kailey led roll call of the Commission. 

      

Commission Attendance: 

Liisa Anselmi-Dalton 
Robert Choma – Excused 
Leonard A. “Lee” Craig 
Clinton W. Glick 
Ron Kailey, Jr.  
Mark Kot 
John Lawson 
Sheridan Little 
Larry Suchor 
Bill Yankee 

 
Advisor Attendance: 
Darren Cook, Attorney General’s Office 
Greg Kerr, University of Wyoming 

 

4. Financial Overview 

Fiscal Manager David Ray provided a financial overview of the Water Development 
Program. He reviewed the balances available for appropriation in Water 
Development Accounts I, II, and III. He charted these along with balances from the 
past ten years. The trendlines indicate that the balance available for appropriation in 
Account II is relatively stable, whereas Account I has a downward trend.  
 
Ray also reviewed the ten-year projections for each of the reservoir operations and 
maintenance (O&M) accounts. He announced that no requests for transfers are 
recommended at this time. There could have been a need to transfer funds from the 
Buffalo Bill Account to the Miscellaneous Water Investment Account for the annual 
O&M payment to the Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities for storage in Seminoe 
Reservoir, but this is no longer necessary now that the Commission has received 
legislative approval to terminate that contract.  
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Director Gebhart recommended that the Commission move to terminate the contract 
with the Cheyenne Board of Public Utilities at the meeting on the basis that water 
had not been sold out of the Seminoe Reservoir Account in ten years, and authorize 
the Director to enter into such agreement once one has been drafted by the 
attorneys.  
 
Ray completed his overview by drawing attention to a new lease agreement with the 
Idaho Groundwater Appropriators that may lead to additional revenue in the 
Palisades Reservoir Account. 

 

5. Planning Projects Consultant Selection Process Update  

Deputy Director Barry Lawrence provided an update on the 2022 consultant 

selection process. The deadline to submit statements of interest, statements of 

qualification, and residency firm certification forms has passed, and shortlisted firms 

have been invited to submit proposals. Proposals are due Wednesday, August 25 

and will be distributed immediately to the selection teams for consideration. Proposal 

rankings are due back from the selection teams by Monday, September 20. 

Interviews will be held Thursday, October 7.  

 

After reviewing the summary sheet of submittals received by the Office, Senator 

Hicks suggested that the decline in interest from consultants could be the result of 

the new requirement for in-state contracting. Lawrence confirmed that he had 

witnessed a posturing of firms, with more out-of-state firms acting as subs to in-state 

primes. Commissioner Suchor expressed concern over the lack of interest resulting 

from the in-state requirement change. Representative Evan Simpson similarly 

expressed concern over how few projects there were this year to begin with. 

 

6. Tentative Contingency Account Requests 

• Middle Piney Dam Reconstruction Project 

Director Gebhart provided background information on the Middle Piney Dam 

Reconstruction Project. He explained that the current request was a request by 

the Office to allocate funds from the Account III Contingency Fund to address the 

list of potential change orders and project amendments anticipated at this time to 

complete the Project.  

 

Director Gebhart presented two options. The first option was to approve 

$2,725,000 from the Contingency Fund to address the list of potential change 

orders and project amendments. The second option was to approve a lesser 

amount to address the list of potential change orders and project amendments 

anticipated in 2021, then reassess Final Grouting Work funding (in the 

anticipated amount of $1,700,000) at a later date. The second option would not 

eliminate the need for later funding.  
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Deputy Director Jason Mead commented on the known uncertainties going into 

this Project, noting that information extracted from the Level II study could not 

have predicted all the work that would be necessary for completion. The remote 

location of the site poses an additional challenge as there is no access during 

winter and there must be reliable communication, adding to the need for 

additional contingency funds.   

 

7. Operating Criteria 

Director Gebhart proposed adding a tiered reimbursement fee for Level I and Level II 

planning studies that new Sponsors will be charged on top of the existing $1,000 

application fee as discussed in previous meetings. He also proposed adding a 

requirement for new Sponsors to be “in compliance with all applicable reporting 

requirements with the Wyoming Department of Audit and Wyoming Department of 

Revenue prior to being considered.” 

 

Director Gebhart asked the Commission to consider waiving the public comment 

period due to the nature of these changes. He questioned whether or not public 

comments would change the preferred action of the Commission because they were 

requests of the Legislature.  

 

Senator Hicks expressed concern over prohibiting a Sponsor from applying if they 

were under an audit. Director Gebhart agreed to change the language to read that 

the Sponsor must be in good standing prior to receiving funding, not prior to being 

considered. 

 

8. 2021 Irrigation District System Survey Results 

Project Manager Mike Robertson explained the history and methodology of the 

Irrigation District System Survey. Of the 157 entities contacted, 78 provided 

responses. The top challenges reported by the respondents included aging 

infrastructure and subdivision/urban encroachment. Medium-sized entities reported 

the highest percentage of conveyances in poor condition. Regarding planned 

projects, there is an estimated total of $132,840,325 in the next five years and 

$173,045,983 in the next twenty.  

 

9. Small Water Project Program Guidance Document 

Project Manager Jodie Pavlica reviewed the new Small Water Project Program 

Guidance Document. The document details program eligibility, eligible projects, 

project evaluation, project development and construction, and payments and 

funding. 

 



 

 Wyoming Water Development Commission 
Workshop Minutes 

 August 11, 2021 
  Page 4 
 

Senator Hicks proposed adding language to the “Key Dates for Payment” section to 

clarify that projects not deemed a public work are exempt from the 41-day 

advertising period.  

 

This document will be finalized and posted online as a resource for Sponsors. 

 

10. Project Updates 

Deputy Director Jason Mead provided an update on the West Fork Reservoir 3rd 

Party NEPA Contractor selection process. He briefly explained the Project’s history 

and current funding sources. Representatives from those funding sources will serve 

on the selection team. Mead announced that three firms have been shortlisted and 

invited to submit proposals. Proposals will be due in September. Interviews will take 

place in October. A contract should be presented to the Commission in November. 

 
11. LaPrele Tour Itinerary 

The tour will begin at the Converse County Library with presentations from Goshen 
Irrigation District, and on the LaPrele Project, RESPEC and Colt Rodeman, Manager 
of LaPrele Irrigation District. Participants will then be shuttled from Ayres Natural 
Bridge Park to the LaPrele Dam site. The tour will conclude with a barbecue at the 
park. 
 

12. Adjourn 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

 

Ron Kailey, Jr., Secretary 

 


