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WWDC REGULAR MEETING:
Water Development Office

6Q20 Yellowtail Road | Cheyenne, WY
Wednesday, March 18, 2026

Meeting Minutes

l. Chairman Lee Craig called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

2. The pledge of allegiance was recited.

3. Recognition of Members Present to Establish Quorum - Secretary Dennis Pince

Advisor Attendance:

Patiick Kent, Attorney General's Office
Greg Kerr, UWOf&ce of Water Programs - Excused

Commission Attendance:
Leonard "Lee" Craig, Chairman
Robert "Bob" Choma, Vice-Chainnan
Liisa Anselmi-Dalton
Todd Hoese

Ron Kailey, Jr.
Mark Kot

John Lawson
Dennis Pmce
Ronald Vore

Jared White BuU

4. Approval of Minutes
January 20th. 2026 WWDC Reeular Meeting Minutes: Vice-chairman Bob Choma moved to
approve the minutes of the January 20th, 2026 Regular Meeting. Commissioner Todd Hoese
seconded the motion; motion carried unanimously.

5. Small Water Project Program - Funding Applications
Program Manager Jodie Jackson reviewed the Account I and Account II 2026 Small Water Project
Program funding applications (76 projects) submitted by various Sponsors. Many Sponsors
were present at the meeting and online to advocate for their project applications. Commissioner
Hoese noted a lack of applications being received from northeast Wyoming.

Commissioner Ron Vore moved to approve the Small Water Project Program funding
applications for Account I and Account II. Commissioner Dennis Pince seconded the motion;
motion carried unanimously.

6. Legislative Update - Director Mead
Director Mead provided a recap of tiie 2026 legislative session and discussed the following
legislative biUs:
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• HBooSy: Omnibus Water Bill - PlanningSFooyo: Omnibus Water Bm - Construction
SFoo68: Water Districts - Funds for Maintenance Projects

• SFoo6g: Waste and Storm Water Infrastructure Study

7. New Level I and II Project Applications
Barry Lawrence, Deputy Director of Planning, gave a brief overview of the thtrteen-month
planning project funding approval and consultant selecdon process. March i, 2026 was the
deadline to receive applications and twelve applications were received this year. Project
Managers have been assigned to each project and have begun planning site visits and wUl begin
preparing preliminary funding recommendations for the Director's consideration. Two
Commissioners will be assigned to each project and they wiU shadow these projects from
inception to completion. The Commissioners were then queried as to whether any conflicts of
interest existed with any of the proposed projects; none were declared.

A brief discussion ensued.

8. Planning Project Closeout Memos
Chugwater Water Master Plan. Level I Study
Project Manager Keith Clarey presented the closeout memo for the Chugwater Water
Master Plan, Level I Study.

A motion was made by Commissioner Liisa Ansetmi-Dalton to move acceptance of the
Chugwater Water Master Plan, Level I Study project report as being complete and
further, the WWDC makes the following findings relative to this project:

i. That the Commission recommend:

• Proceeding to the next Level of project development upon the submittal
of an appropriate funding application by the sponsor.

This motion was seconded by Commissioner Ron Kailey Jr.; motion carried
unaniniously.

GR-RS-SC TPWB Regional Water Master Plan. Level IStudu
Project Maniager Keith Clarey briefly reviewed the GR-RS-SC JPWB Regional Water
Master Plan, Level I Study doseout memo.

Commissioner Mark Kot moved acceptance of the GR-RS-SC JPWB Regional Water
Master Plan, Level I Study project report as being complete and further, the WWDC
makes the following findings relative to this project:

l. That the Commission recommend:

• Proceeding to Level of project development upon the submittal of an appropriate
funding application by the sponsor.

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Todd Hoese; motion carried unanimously.
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Pavillion Groundwater Swjplu. Level II Study
Project Manager Keith Clarey briefly reviewed the Pavillion Groundwater Supply, Level
II Study project closeout memo.

A brief discussion ensued.

Commissioner Ron Kailey Jr. made a motion to move acceptance of the Pavillion
Grouiidwater Supply, Level II Study project report as being complete and further, the
WWDC makes the following findings relative to this project:

i. That the Commission recommend:
• Proceeding to Level III of project development upon the submittal of an

appropriate funding application by the sponsor.

2. Based on the findings in the final report, the project is determined to be in the public
interest.

3. The project functions and services cannot realistically be provided by any person,
association or corporation engaged in private enterprise.

Commissioner UisaAnselmi-Dalton seconded the motion; motion carried unanimously.

• Horse Creek Conservation District Master Plan. Level I Study
Project Manager Sarah Bargsten briefly reviewed the Horse Creek Conservation District
Master Plan, Level I Study project closeout memo. A brief discussion ensued.

Commissioner Uisa Ansekni-Dalton made a motion to move acceptance of the Horse
Creek Conservation Disfa-ict Master Plan, Level I Study project report as being complete
and further, the WWDC makes the following findings relative to tl-iis project:

i. That the Commission recommend:

Proceeding to the next Level of project development upon the submittal of an
appropriate funding application by the sponsor.

2. Based on the findings in the final report, the project is determined to be in the public
interest.

3. The project functions and services cannot realistically be provided by any person,
association or corporation engaged in private enterprise.

Commissioner Ron Kaileyjr. seconded the motion; motion carried unanimously.
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9. Planning Project Amendments
• Alkali Creek Reservoir Final Design, Amendment Five

Du'ector Mead explained An^endment Five to the Alkali Creek Reservoir, Final Design Project.
The amendment provides additional funding for the consultant confa-act to address easement
and watershed-related design work, as well as to complete remaining tasks necessary to reach
final design of the dam.

Commissioner Ron Vore moved to accept Amendment Five to the Alkali Creek Reservoir, Final
Design project. Seconded by Commissioner Bob Choma; motion carried unanimously.

io. 2026 Level I and II Planning Project Contracts
Director Mead provided a quick summary of the following 2026 Level I and II Planning Conti'acts
indicating that approval of these contracts marked the culmination of a 13-monfh planning
project funding approval and consultant selection process:

Level I Projects - Account I -New Development
Grover Water Master Plan

• Kemmerer-DiamondvUle Water Master Plan
• Laramie Water Master Plan
• Medicine Bow Water Master Plan

Pine Bluffs Water Master Plan

Superior Water Master Plan
Worland Water Master Plan
Yoder Water Master Plan

Level II Projects - Account I - New Development
• Bedford and TumerviUe Regional Supply

Level I Projects - Account II - Rehabilitation
Shoshone Irrigation District Master Plan•

Level II Projects - Account II - Rehabilitation
Casper Alcova Irrigation Disti'ict Lateral Rehabilitation
Wheatland Source and Transmission Evaluation

Commissioner Ron Vore moved approval of the 2026 Level I and II Planning Project Contracts,
upon the AG's review and approval. Commissioner Todd Hoese seconded the motion; motion
carried unanimously.

ll. University of Wyoming Agreements
Director Mead briefly reviewed the University of Wyoming Memorandums of Understanding
(MOU) and their purposes, explaining that the programs being funded are the UW Office of
Water Programs and the UW Water Research Program.
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Commissioner Todd Hoese moved approval of the UW Office of Water Programs MOU and the
UW Water Research program MOU. Commissioner Ron Vore seconded the motion; motion
carried unanimously.

12. 2026 Construction Project Agreements - Account I - New Development
Alpine Well #4 Transmission Pipeline 2026
Gmette Red Hms Tank 2026

LaGrange WeU Connection 2026
LitUe Snake River Batde Lake Modification and Forest Management Demonsti-ation
Project 2026

•

•

•

•

2026 Construction Project Agreements - Account II - Rehabilitation
Big Horn Canal ID Five MUe PipeUne 2026
Cody Canal ID Lead Diversion Rehabilitation 2026
Cowley Transmission Pipeline Replacement 2026
Deaver ID Rehabilitation Phase II 2026

Elk Water Users ID Roan Wash Spm RehabUitation 2026
Glenrock Transmission Pipeline 2026
GID 3.6 East Springer Pipeline Project 2026
GID 29.4 Pipeliiie Project Phase III 2026
GreybuU Tank and Phase I PipeUne 2026
GreybuU VaUey ID Upper Sunshine Outlet Works 2026
Newcastle Transmission Pipeline 2026
Owl Creek Re-Lift Pump Station and Dempsey Diversion 2026
Powder River ID Fifteen Mile Siphon 2026
Riverton West Main Street Traiismission Pipeline 2026
Shoshoni WeU #6 and Transmission Pipeline 2026
Sidon ID Byron Lateral 2026
TUlard Canal Rehabilitation and Pump Station 2026

2D26 Construction Projects - An^endments - Accounts I, II, & III
New Development - Account I

Arapahoe Pipeline and Tank
Arapahoe Water Supply 2016
Broken Wheel Ranch Water Supply 2017

• Ethete Water Supply
Hoback Junction Public Water System 2025
Melody Ranch Water System Improvements 2018

Rehabilitation - Account II

• Austin-Wall Reservoir Rehabilitation 2019
Interstate Diversion Structure Rehabilitation 2019
Interstate Irrigation and Reservoir Irrigation District Improvements 2021
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Dams and Reservoirs - Account III
• Alkali Creek Reservoir

Commissioner Todd Hoese made a motion to approve the 2026 Construction Projects as
presented, upon the AGs review and approval. Commissioner Dennis Pince seconded the
motion; motion carried unanimously.

13. Well Purchase Agreement
Douglas Sheep Mountain Well No. 2

Director Mead presented the Well Purchase Agreement for the Douglas Sheep Mountain WeU
No. 2, allowing the City of Douglas to purchase the well for its construction costs. The agreement
outlines responsibilities for operation and maintenance. Commissioner Liisa Ansehru-Dalton
moved to approve the well purchase agreement of the Douglas Sheep Moimtatn WeU No. 2 as
presented. Seconded by Commission John Lawson; motion carried unanimously.

14. Construction Project Closeout Memos
Cottonwood Irrigation District Transmission Pipeline 2020

Bill Brewer, Deputy Director of Const-uction, provided information regarding the Cottonwood
ID Transmission Pipeline 2020 Construction Project Closeout.

15. Other Items Requiring Commission Action
MOA Funding Application

i. Bridger VaUey Water Conservancy District
Deputy Director of Construction, Bill Brewer, presented the MOA Funding Application for the
Bridger Valley Water Conservancy District. Mr. Brewer explained that the office reviewed and
is recommending tliese funds because, while the application is for extraordinary maintenance
- which the WWDO does not cover - the MOA program does allow funding for such work, and
is administered through the Bureau of Reclamation. Mr. Brewer summarized the four items the
conservancy district requested the maintenance on, totaling nearly $98,450. John Schiess, a
representative for the Bridger VaUey Water Conservancy District, attended the meeting virtually
to answer any questions that arose. A brief discussion ensued.

Commissioner Mark Kot made a motion to approve the $98,450 for the proposed MOA budget
for the Bridger VaUey Water Conservancy Dista-ict extraordinary maintenance projects.
Seconded by Commissioner Bob Choma; motion carried unanimously.

l6. Discussion

There were no further items requiring discussion.

17. 2026 Summer Meeting/Tour
Director Mead suggested skipping the 2026 summer tour, proposed the possibility of a tour
every other year, and suggested the WWDO host the August meeting in Cheyenne. Discussion
ensued.

l8. Future Meetings Schedule
• May 6, 2026 WWDC/SWC Workshop (Cheyenne)
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May 7, 2026: WWDC/SWC Joint Meeting (New Level I & II Apps Review/Approval, SRF-
IUP)
August 4, 2026: WWDC Workshop (TBD)
August 5, 2026: WWDC/SWC Summer Tour
August 6, 2026: WWDC/SWC Joint Meeting

19. Election of Officers
A motion was made by Commissioner Liisa Ansekni-Dalton to nominate Commissioner Bob
Choma as Chairman; seconded by Commissioner John Lawson; motion carried unanimously. A
motion was then made by Commissioner John Lawson to nominate Commissioner Dennis
Ptnce as Vice-Chairman; seconded by Commissioner Todd Hoese; motion carried
unanimously. A final motion was made by Commissioner Mark Kot to nominate
Commissioner Todd Hoese as Secretary; seconded by Commissioner Bob Choma; motion
carried unanimously.

20. Adjourn
Commissioner UisaAnsetmi-Dalton motioned to adjourn the meeting of the Water Development
Commission. Commissioner John Lawson seconded the motion; motion carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:04 am.

RespectfuU bmitt
VIA.

c-^ ^ •c'

Todd Hoese, retary I

^<^^
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